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While current debates center on whether and how to admit immigrants to the United States,
little attention has been paid to interventions designed to help immigrants integrate after they
arrive. Public adult education programs are the primary policy lever for building the
language skills of the over 23 million adults with limited English proficiency in the United
States. We leverage the enrollment lottery of a publicly-funded adult English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) program in Massachusetts to estimate the effects of English
language training on voting behavior and employer-reported earnings. Attending ESOL
classes more than doubles rates of voter registration and increases annual earnings by $2,400
(56%). We estimate that increased tax revenue from earnings gains fully pay for program
costs over time, generating a 6% annual return for taxpayers. Our results demonstrate the
social value of post-migration investments in the human capital of adult immigrants.

Post-secondary education



https://annenberg.brown.edu/
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/edworkingpapers
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/edworkingpapers
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/contributors
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/user/login
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/covid-19-education-research-recovery
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/covid-19-education-research-recovery
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/covid-19-education-research-recovery
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/early-childhood
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/k12-education
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/post-secondary-education
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/post-secondary-education
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/access-and-admissions
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/access-and-admissions
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/education-outside-school-after-school-summer
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/education-outside-school-after-school-summer
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/education-outside-school-after-school-summer
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-labor-markets
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-labor-markets
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-preparation-professional-development-performance-and-evaluation
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-preparation-professional-development-performance-and-evaluation
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-preparation-professional-development-performance-and-evaluation
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-preparation-professional-development-performance-and-evaluation
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/educator-preparation-professional-development-performance-and-evaluation
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/finance
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/inequality
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/markets-vouchers-choice-profits-vendors
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/markets-vouchers-choice-profits-vendors
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/markets-vouchers-choice-profits-vendors
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/topics/program-and-policy-effects
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/topics/race-ethnicity-and-culture
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/authors/blake-heller
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/authors/kirsten-slungaard-mumma
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/topics/post-secondary-education


Immigrant Integration in the United States: The Role of Adult English Language Training | EdWorkingPapers

https://www.edworkingpapers.com/ai20-288[8/4/2021 2:06:12 PM]

Newsletter

Methodology,
measurement and
data

Multiple outcomes of
education

Parents and
communities

Politics, governance,
philanthropy, and
organizations

Program and policy
effects

Race, ethnicity and
culture

Standards,
accountability,
assessment, and
curriculum

Students with
Learning Differences

Stay connected for
latest updates

Document Object Identifier (DOI):

Download 09/2020

10.26300/7rxa-v748

EdWorkingPaper suggested citation:

Heller, Blake, and Kirsten Slungaard Mumma. (2020). Immigrant Integration in the United
States: The Role of Adult English Language Training. (EdWorkingPaper: 20-288). Retrieved
from Annenberg Institute at Brown University: https://doi.org/10.26300/7rxa-v748

Machine-readable bibliographic record: RIS, BibTeX



Annenberg Institute for School Reform at Brown University
Mailing address: Box 1985, Providence, RI 02912
Location: 164 Angell St., 2nd floor, Providence, RI 02906
Telephone: 401.863.7990
Email: annenberg@brown.edu

   About FAQ Newsletters Contact us

https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/methodology-measurement-and-data
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/methodology-measurement-and-data
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/methodology-measurement-and-data
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/multiple-outcomes-education
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/multiple-outcomes-education
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/parents-and-communities
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/parents-and-communities
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/politics-governance-philanthropy-and-organizations
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/politics-governance-philanthropy-and-organizations
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/politics-governance-philanthropy-and-organizations
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/program-and-policy-effects
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/program-and-policy-effects
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/race-ethnicity-and-culture
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/race-ethnicity-and-culture
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/standards-accountability-assessment-and-curriculum
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/standards-accountability-assessment-and-curriculum
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/standards-accountability-assessment-and-curriculum
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/standards-accountability-assessment-and-curriculum
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/students-learning-differences
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/topics/students-learning-differences
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/newsletter/signup
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/index.php/newsletter/signup
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/ai20-288.pdf
https://doi.org/10.26300/7rxa-v748
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/ai20-288.ris
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/ai20-288.bib
https://annenberg.brown.edu/
mailto:annenberg@brown.edu
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/about
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/faq
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/newsletter/signup
https://www.edworkingpapers.com/contact-us

	edworkingpapers.com
	Immigrant Integration in the United States: The Role of Adult English Language Training | EdWorkingPapers


	5ncGFwZXJzLmNvbS9haTIwLTI4OAA=: 
	form3: 
	keys: Search
	button0: 




