
December 16, 2020 

Dear County and District Superintendents, Charter School Administrators, and 
Education Stakeholders: 

Mini Grants to Address Equity and Opportunity Gaps Now Available	  
The California Department of Education invites local educational agencies (LEAs) 
to apply for its latest mini grants to address equity and opportunity gaps in 
student learning.  

Announced earlier this month as part of its ongoing efforts to address the COVID-
19 pandemic’s continued impact on students, the CDE will award grants of up to 
$20,000 each to schools, districts, and charter schools that can demonstrate how 
they will address equity and opportunity gaps by utilizing the funds to target 
educators’ or students’ needs in distance learning, in-person instruction, or hybrid 
models. The grants have been funded through a $200,000 contribution from the 
Stuart Foundation. 

Link to submit a proposal: https://forms.gle/727mLon6TiPtQEVBA 

Deadline: 5 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2021 

Criteria: The funds must be used to advance equity and to close equity gaps. 
The grantees are given discretion to decide how they will address the topic of 
equity. For example, grantees can address equity and opportunity gaps by 
utilizing the funds to target educators’ or students’ needs with in-person 
instruction or distance learning. 

Other examples of how grants can be used include supporting educator and/or 
staff professional development that has been proven to be successful in targeting 
and/or closing equity gaps. Professional development could be in the form of 
training or a mentoring program. Providing stipends for mentors who assist 
mentees in adjusting to the current distance learning landscape is another 
eligible use.   

Additionally, funds can be used for purchasing items or materials needed to 
address inequity; however, they should not be used solely for the purpose of 
purchasing materials.  

LEAs are encouraged to consider ways grant dollars can be used to support 
activities that address equity gaps in the form of community and family 
engagement. For instance, families who have been disengaged with schools may 
benefit from activities that support and strengthen engagement. Funding can be 



used to support activities that have been proven to strengthen family connection 
and involvement with their children’s learning.  

If your proposal is accepted, the district will be required to sign assurances that 
will include a reporting mechanism on the impact of the grant. 

Questions? Please email equitygrants@cde.ca.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Tony Thurmond 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

	  


